President’s Report

The 60" Hong Kong Club Victoria Incorporated
Diamond Jubilee Dinner Dance Celebration

The Hong Kong Club Victoria Incorporated celebrated (HKC) its 60th
anniversary on 2nd March 2025 at The Grand on Princes with a spectacular
dinner and dance event, which proved to be a resounding success. The
catering and program were rich and thoughtfully arranged, with nearly 230
guests in attendance. The Club was honoured by the presence of Consul
General Xinwen Fang and Consul Chongsheng Song of the Consulate
General of the People’s Republic of China in Melbourne. Their attendance,
along with support from members, government officials, community, and
business leaders, made the occasion even more memorable.

At 6:40 p.m., the evening commenced with a dazzling Dragon Dance
performed by the Chinese Youth Society of Melbourne. In traditional
Chinese culture, the dragon is one of the four auspicious mythical
creatures—the unicorn, phoenix, tortoise, and dragon—each representing
various virtues. The dragon, known for its transformative power,
symbolizes good fortune, prosperity, and vitality. The belief is that a
Dragon Dance can bring favorable weather, a bountiful harvest, and lasting
luck. This modern dragon, enhanced with vibrant LED lights, illuminated
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the venue brilliantly. The dragon was led by a dancer waving a "dragon ball"
and followed by a team of nearly 30 energetic performers. The segment
concluded with a "dragon group formation" on stage, offering guests a
photo opportunity.

Following the dragon performance, Emily Hui officially started the function
by recognizing the traditional owner. Then, Master of Ceremonies Bobo
Law addressed and welcomed all the guests. HKC President Michael Tse
delivered a heartfelt speech. He reflected on the Club’s origins in 1965,
when it was founded as the Overseas Hong Kong Students' Association of
Victoria to support overseas Hong Kong students during a time when
studying abroad was both challenging and isolating. To promote Chinese
culture and foster camaraderie, the Club launched its publication, Nan
Yan (Southern Geese) Magazine. The image of south migratory geese inthe
title symbolized both news-bearing and the emotional journey of those far
from home.

By the 1970s, as members graduated and integrated into Australian
society, the association's name no longer reflected its evolving identity. In
1979, it was renamed the Hong Kong Club to represent its transition from
a student body to a broader social group. To align with the requirements of
the ATO and Consumer Affairs of Victoria, the Club was formally re-
registered in 2024 as "The Hong Kong Club Victoria Incorporated"”, while
retaining its Chinese name “#i ‘4 &% & .”

Looking to the future, the Club envisions investing in meaningful
community projects, particularly in environmental protection and
sustainability. This long-term commitment to “today’s environmental
stewardship for tomorrow’s generations” reflects the Club’s broader
social responsibility. In addition to organizing social and cultural activities,
the Club has long supported charitable efforts, including donations to
Doctors Without Borders, the Australian Farmers Drought Relief Fund,
Victoria Bushfire Relief, the Hong Kong SARS Fund, Taiwan Flood Relief,
and Sichuan Earthquake Relief. Upholding its founding mission to assist
students in need, the Club recently established the Federation University
Hong Kong Club Scholarship and donated to Zero2Hero, an organization
focused on youth mental health.

To commemorate this milestone, the Club published a 60th Anniversary
Special Issue, guided by Editor-in-Chief Peter Hui and his editorial team:
Lawrence Hui, Elizabeth Hui, Maria Hui, Michael Tse, Paula Lau, and Emily
Tang. Their dedication and creativity brought the publication to life.
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The 60th Anniversary Dinner and Dance was meticulously planned by the
production team, who coordinated every detail—from venue selection,
menu planning, and entertainment to stage layout. Special thanks to
TeresaTse, John Ho, and Andy Ng of the Crossover Band, the Misumi Band,
and guest performer Mark Cheuk for their captivating performances of
beloved Cantonese classics and pop songs.

Venue decoration was a collaborative effort, led by Howard and Hermus
Cheung, with assistance from Peter To, Kendy and Connie Tat, Emily Hui,
and RobertYing. A colorful "balloon bridge" greeted guests at the entrance,
alongside a custom backdrop themed for the Diamond Jubilee—perfect
for photos. A light banner featuring the Club’s newly designed logo by
Elizabeth Hui was displayed on stage. The lighting, centerpieces, and
ambiance were masterfully curated by Teresa Tse and Maria Hui, creating
awarm and elegant atmosphere.

In his address, Consul General Fang commended the Club’s dedication to
serving Hong Kong communities in Victoria and promoting cultural
exchange between China and Australia. He emphasized Hong Kong’s
continued development under the principle of "one country, two systems",
and its advantage of being “backed by the motherland and connected to
the world.”

Federal MP Keith Wolahan followed with an encouraging speech, likening
the Club’s leadership to that of the “Southern Geese,” urging it to continue
guiding and serving the Chinese community.

The evening proceeded with a birthday cake-cutting ceremony featuring
Consul General Fang, Consul Song, MP Keith Wolahan, Hon. Bruce
Atkinson, Founding President Kam Leung JP, President Michael Tse, Club
Committee Members and honoured guests. Accompanied by the "Happy
Birthday" song and festive indoor fireworks, the event radiated joy and
celebration.

The Dinner featured signature dishes of lobster and classic Hong Kong
favorites—curry fish balls, cold jellyfish, fermented bean curd pork, and
Yangzhou fried rice—delighting guests with the nostalgic flavors of home.

Club Secretary Maria Hui introduced Zero2Hero, a youth mental health
organization providing school programs and leadership camps. Their work
helps students rediscover confidence, overcome emotional struggles, and
become mentally resilient leaders.
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Former Whitehorse Mayor and Councillor Mr Robert Chung AM and
Federation University Manager Ms Pam Sutcliffe shared insights on the
Federation University Hong Kong Club Scholarship, expressing gratitude
on behalf of the university to donors for helping students complete their
education despite financial challenges.

Later, President Michael and Secretary Maria presented Certificates of
Appreciation to Tom Leong (in absentia), Connie Tat, Joyce Chan,
Marianne Hui, Frances Yan, Cecilia Tse, David Wong, Paula Lau, Kendy Tat,
Patrick Leung (in absentia), Howard Cheung, Philip Chui JP, Peter To, and
Sebastian Lai, recognizing their years of contribution and service. Special
thanks to the team for their tremendous efforts in the organisation of the
dinner dance celebration and the special commemorative publication.
The beautiful stage backdrop backdrops that coincide with the programs
of the nights were designed by Membership and Assistant Secretary
Patrick Leung, jointly with John Ho and Peter Hui. We are very grateful to
Lawrence Hui for his efforts in taking many memorable photos at our
functions.

Special plaques were also presented by President Michael, accompanied
by Consul General Fang and Hon. Bruce Atkinson to key contributors to the
eventand publication, including Kam Leung JP, Michael Tse, Emily Tang JP,
Thomas Lui (in absentia), Maria Hui, Lawrence Hui, Peter Hui, Teresa Tse,
John Ho, Frank Ng (in absentia), Andy Ng, and Elizabeth Hui. Teresa Tse
delivered a thank-you speech on behalf of the production team, praising
their spirit and dedication.

Peter Hui also expressed heartfelt thanks to the editorial team for their
commitment, overcoming numerous challenges in sourcing content,
designing layouts, and meeting tight deadlines to ensure the publication
launched in tandem with the event.

The celebration featured a stunning Sichuan Face-Changing performance
by Afan (Fan Aiqin), showcasing a traditional Chinese intangible cultural
art form.

The Club expressed deep appreciation for Consul General Fang’s
congratulatory message, which honored the Lion Rock Spirit of Hong
Kong—symbolizing resilience, diligence, and self-reliance. He reflected on
the hardships of the 1960s and 70s when many Hongkongers worked
tirelessly to support their families, often holding multiple jobs or working
from home making wigs and accessories.
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The musical finale featured the Crossover and Misumi Bands, with Teresa
Tse and John Ho opening with the iconic song “Below the Lion Rock?”,
stirring memories and pride. Their performance of classic Hong Kong pop
songs brought many guests to the dance floor, creating a joyful
atmosphere. Special guest Mark Cheuk sang “Let Everything Go with the
Wind” and “Love Continues,” followed by a vibrant line dance
performance led by instructors Ricky and Bonnie Sun. We were delighted
that MP Keith Wolahan also joined in with his dance moves.

The evening’s lucky draw was another highlight. With over 50 prizes
generously donated by Club members and supporters, every table was
ensured at least two gifts. Prizes ranged from gift vouchers, electronics,
and wine to homewares and luxury items. Eleven Club ladies served as
“lucky goddesses,” while Hon. Bruce Atkinson oversaw the process. All
prizes were distributed smoothly within 15 minutes.

Vice President David Wong closed the evening with a thank-you speech.
The bands returned with an encore of "Friends", performed twice by
popular request, bringingthe eventto a heartfelt close. As there were many
guests and dignitaries on the night, it was not possible to thank them one
by one, so, we have arranged to put the thank you acknowledgment in the
program brochure.

Those unable to attend the dinner were honored during the April 6
committee meeting, where certificates and appreciation plaques were
presented to, including to Treasurer Paula Lau and Patrick Leung, who had
recently recovered from illness. Letters and plaques for Frank Ng, Thomas
Lui, and Tom Leong were personally delivered by President Michael and
Secretary Maria.

The next day, contributors gathered for a celebration banquet at Golden
Dragon Palace Restaurant, finally able to relax and reflect on the success
of the 60th Anniversary. Laughter, gratitude, and a renewed sense of
purpose filled the room as they prepared for the next chapterin the Club’s
journey.

This milestone celebration and the publication of the special issue were
only made possible by the tireless efforts of countless volunteers—people
who set aside their personal interests and worked day and night in true
unity and spirit.

Speech by Mr Keith Wolahan MP to the Australian Parliament on 26 March
following our dinner dance



’ﬁ We are very pleased and grateful to Federal Member of Parliament Keith
Wolahan MP for specifically praising the establishment and operation of

ﬁ the Hong Kong Club in his speech to the Australian Parliament on 26 March
2025. Please refer to the video link:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmlPS9dSaBw

Below is the transcript of the speech by Federal MP Keith Wolahan

“Deputy Speaker,

It's hard to hold on to good friends over time but you've got to make an
effort. So, when you see a club that was formed from friends celebrate
their 60th anniversary, we shouldn't just celebrate it, we should find out
what did they do and then learn from it.

| was really pleased to join Amelia Hamer and Katie Allen at the 60th
anniversary of the Hong Kong Club 60 years, there was the current
president Michael Tse but also the founding president who was there as
well, Kam Leung, and to see both presidents bookended from 60 years
of friendship.

It was an amazing thing, just imagine the 1960s when they came as
students, a lot of them in RMIT, Melbourne University and Monash and
they didn't have any friends. They didn't know anyone, had to learn the
language, had to try strange food. They got together and learned from
each other and gave each other a leg up through tough times. They had
a magazine it was called “Flight of the Southern Geese” and for those of
you who don't know your birds’, southern geese fly across the whole
planet and they do so in a V-shape, and they take turns being at the lead.
And what | noticed from this club is they don't have ballots for president
they take turns being president because being the head of that is tough,
and | want to say to all of the committee to the past president Emily Tang
to the committee David Wong, Maria Hui, Paula Lau, Kendy Tat and all of
you, | admire you and | really appreciate being your member in this.”

Acknowledgement

Mr Keith Wolahan MP Federal Member for Menzies

Hon. Jacinta Allan MP Premier of Victoria Member for Bendigo East

Mr Brad Battin Leader of the Victorian Liberal Party, Member for Berwick
Mr Richard Welch MP Member for North-Eastern Metropolitan Region
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’ﬁ Mr Nick McGowan MP Member of the Victorian Legislative Council
representing the North-Eastern Metropolitan
ﬁ Ms Ann-Marie Hermans MP State Member for South-Eastern Metropolitan
Region
Mr Meng Heang Tak MP State Member for Clarinda
Hon. Jason Wood MP Federal Member for La Trobe
Ms Amelia Hamer Federal Liberal Candidate for Kooyong
Dr Katie Allen Federal Liberal Candidate for Chisholm
The Hon. Bruce Atkinson Former President of the Victorian Legislative
Council
Ms Kirsten Langford Councillor of Whitehorse City Council
Mr Robert Chong AM Former Mayor, Councillor of Whitehorse City
Council
Ms Pam Sutcliffe Federation University
Mr Kam Leung JP Founding President HKC
Silver Star Motors
Mr David Chu
CMC Markets - Craig Thiessen, Simon Biggins, Duncan MacWhirter,
Richard Leong
MISUMI Band
Crossover Band
Mr Mark Cheuk
Ms Bobo Law
Vi’s Classic Catering - Mr Machi La
Raymond Tong JP
CAV - Boon Chuan Tay, President & Nuch Tay, Dr. Michael & Anita Ho,
Steven & Jane Cheung, Kin & Sandra Liu, Dr Vincent & Estella Leung
Raymond & Catherine Wong, Stanley & Clara Wong
Georgiana Chan, Dr Stanley & Angela Poon, Grace Ha, Jenny Tam,
R F B, Michael & Karen Tung, Annette Li & David Webster
Ricky & Bonnie Sun, Paulo & Sophie Sun
Jason & Jasmine Jiang, Johnson & Vanessa Ng, Jeffrey Li, Joanne Ding,
Joshua Chong
John & Helen Ho
Louis & Elizabeth Shivarev
Belle Charlene Kwan & Harper Mamet
Michael & Winnie Liu, Grace Cheng, Greg & Kirsten Langford
Kin & Heena Cheung, Stephen Cui, Rebecca Wu, Jessica Wat, Samuel
Kwok, Joey Leung
John & Susan Louey, Rock & Daisy Xu, Robert Ying
The Grand on Princes Reception Centre
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The Hong Kong Club acknowledges
the First Nations peoples as
the Traditional Custodians of the country throughout Australia.

We pay respects to Elders both past, present and the emerging.
We recognize the diversity of Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander people and their ongoing cultures and
connections to the lands and waters.

60th Anniversary Dinner Dance éﬁé&é‘; SEEha AR Bt

President’s Report jointly written by Michael Tse and Maria Hui, Chinese version edited
by Paula Lau, photos by Lawrence Hui, digitally page set and produced by Peter Hui.
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The 60™ Dinner Dance Afterparty

The next day, 3rd of March 2025, we held a celebration gathering at the
Golden Dragon Palace Restaurant to reward all colleagues for their
contributions to the 60th anniversary commemorative issue and dinner
and dance party. Everyone gathered happily and relieved from the month’s
long-work, drank heartily, and is looking forward to a long-awaited rest
before facing the challenge of the next Hong Kong Club mission

The success of the Publication and Dinner and Dance is indebted to the

sincere dedication of allthe volunteers who "put on no selfish desires" and
"worked day and night".
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Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation

Several members who were unable to attend the Hong Kong Club Diamond Jubilee
Dinner and Dance to receive the Certificates and Plaques of Appreciation, a
presentation was given to Membership Secretary Patrick Leung and Treasurer Paula
Lauduringthe Committee Meeting onthe 6th April 2025. Appreciation plaquesto Legal
Advisor Frank Ng and Past President Thomas Lui, and Appreciation certificate to Tom
Leong were personally delivered to them by President Michael Tse and Secretary Maria
Hui.
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Bush Walk at Yarran Dheran - Sunday 13/04/2025

On 13th April 2025, HKC Fitness Group Mark Cheuk organized and led a bush walk at
Yarran Dheran, a 7-hectare nature reserve in Mitcham. We had 15 participants
gathered at 10:30 AM and picked the track by the Mullum Mullum Creek, a moderate
riverside 45-minute return walk. The weather was fine and sunny, the temperature
was about 30°C, which was uncommon in mid-April.

Mark included a ‘treasure hunt’ game in which he hid a present around the
Information Centre precincts that was to be found and picked up. Rudy Chan was the
first to discover the ‘treasure’. Although we did not spot any wildlife, birds, or animals,
everyone enjoyed the company of the pleasant walk.

Mark, a weightlifting enthusiast, addressed the importance of exercise. The benefits
of regular walking are not only for toning the muscles but also for relaxing our minds.
He reiterated the principle of “use it or lose it”. The sweating from exercise will help to
remove toxins from our bodies. A few of the walkers suggested that this sort of activity
is good and should be included as a HKC regular activity.

After the walk, we joined HKC Founding President Kam Leung and other members for
lunch at the Manhattan Hotel in Ringwood. President Michael Tse presented the
‘treasure hunt’ gift to Rudy Chan and a gift to Mark Cheuk for organizing the event. The
‘Feast Buffet’ is an ambient family venue. We all agreed that the variety of foods was
sumptuous, and the service was good.
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EASTLINK TRAIL
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o Joving Memery of Ghrace Y

We are deeply saddened by the passing of our dear member and friend,
Grace Ha, on 30 March 2025, following a tragic fall outside her home.
Grace was a dedicated and permanent member of our community, always
participating in our events and activities with great enthusiasm.

More than twenty years ago, when our Club held its monthly dinners at the
Tai Pan Restaurant—sometimes with only a few tables—Grace and her
close friends were always present, steadfast in their support.

Her contributions to the Chinese Women’s Association of Victoria (CWA)
were truly remarkable. As one of its founding members 38 years ago, she
served on the Committee throughout all those years. Her dedication was
instrumental in CWA’s success, and her efforts were recognized when the
organization received a Highly Commended Award for Meritorious Service
to the Community. This prestigious recognition honored CWA'’s
commitment to promoting the physical, mental, and social wellbeing of its
members, particularly female migrants of Chinese ethnicity.

On a personal level, Grace was my first friend in Australia. She arrived in
Melbourne in April 1962, and | followed in July. We spent six months
together in Grade 6 at St Mary’s School in West Melbourne before she
moved on to Princes Hill High School. Despite life’s changes, our
friendship endured. We shared many wonderful moments, offering each
other support and comfort through life's challenges.

Dear Grace, we will always cherish your memory and miss you dearly. May
you rest in peace and find joy in heaven.

With love,
Maria Hui
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